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Module V.1a: Ancient India
Directions: Read and watch the videos included within the presentation and complete the questions that follow.  Type your responses directly in this document, save the file (V.1a_LAST NAME) and submit it to the dropbox. 
1. Explain how the geography of the Indian subcontinent supported the development of the early Indus river valley civilizations.  Be sure to focus on agriculture, culture, and security.
	India is a subcontinent that is surrounded by rivers, the peninsula of India and mountains. Its land was fertile and the location between rivers enables Indians to do farming during all seasons. The Indian culture, which was a communist culture, enabled Indians live together in harmony and peace. The peninsula of India is between the Indian ocean, the bay of Bengal and the Arabian sea (Ali, 2009). The area was very secure which allowed Indians to concentrate on development.



2. Explain how the cities of the Indus River Valley were similar to and different from those in Mesopotamia and Egypt.  Be sure to provide examples and review your previous notes if you need more information.
	The Indus Valley cities lacked monumental architecture unlike those of Egypt and Mesopotamia. The structures were extensive but they were not tall therefore they did rise above the ground. The Indus valley was peaceful and the cities were built without many protective walls, as other cities were built. The cities of Indus valley, Egypt and Mesopotamia were built with artifacts that have remained to form the history of these civilizations.


3. Explain two ways the Aryan invasion changed civilization on the Indian subcontinent.
	The Aryans were warrior-nomadic people who brought cattle to India and were strong against war, therefore contributing to Indian economic development. The Aryans also led to the development of Hinduism, which played an important role in the Indian subcontinent. 


4. What is the significance of Brahman in the Hindu religion? 

	Brahman is important, as it is the main belief to the Hindus. It is believed to be responsible for the creation, destruction and upkeep of the world, making it very important in Hindu (Srinivasan, 2011).


5. What are the major beliefs of Hinduism?

	Truth is eternal
Brahman is reality and truth

Vedas is the final authority

All people struggle to get Dharma

The souls of people are immortal


6. What was the Caste system and why do you believe it was important to Ancient Indian culture?

	The Caste system is a system that divides the Indians into subgroups based on their births. The different groups interacted in different ways learning from each other therefore forming part of the ancient Indian culture.


7. Why did Siddartha Guatama break with Hinduism?

	Buddhism does not believe in the priest of Hinduism, the caste system and formal rituals. It believes that individuals should use enlightenment to seek meditation.


8. What are the three major beliefs of Buddhism, and how does Buddhism currently impact South and Southeast Asian society and culture?

	The three Acceptable Truths
The Four Noble Truths

The Noble Eightfold Path

Buddhism is a religion that shot up and spread fast influencing the culture of people. The culture has changed the Hinduism beliefs and helping people work for their desires.


9. Who was the founder of the Mauryan Empire?  What were the characteristics of the empire under his rule and how did they change under the leadership of Asoka?  
	The Mauryan Empire was founded by Chandragupta at the age of 20 years. 
He brought up social, political reforms, used a bureaucratic structure and agriculture, trade, architecture, and art characterized the economy (Duiker & Spielvogel, 2009). Asoka was largely an army leader conquering many territories and was a religious leader who assisted in the spread of Buddhism beyond India. 


10. What do you believe was Asoka’s greatest contribution?
	Asoka is the emperor who was the most stable and peaceful by promoting peace and he became the patron of Buddhism.


11. Briefly describe how Asoka spread Buddhism beyond India. 

	Asoka sent monks to all territories of India to spread and share the Buddhism teachings. He later sent the Theravada mission out of India to teach about Buddhism. 



12. When and why was the Gupta Empire established? 

	It was established in 320AD by Chandragupta I. it was established to expand the Indian territory and make it more stable.


13. What were the major scientific and cultural achievements during the Gupta Empire (India’s Golden Age)?  Be sure to explain the importance of each.  
	Discoveries in science and technology which improved the people’s way of life

	Engineering which formed part of new and better roads in India.

	Literature was discovered enabling people become more literate and maintain history.

	The discovery of astronomy, which was a great step in future prediction.

	Invention of mathematics with the discovery of the decimal system and zero (Muaddi-Darraj, 2016). 

	


14. Considering the major scientific and cultural achievements of the Gupta Empire, what do you believe was the most important achievement?  Why?
	The most important achievement was the discovery of technology. Technology enabled them have more trade and their farming methods improved significantly. 
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